Hashimoto encephalopathy causing drug-resistant status epilepticus treated with plasmapheresis.
Hashimoto encephalopathy is a rare, clinically heterogenous condition. Its treatment is based on corticosteroids. A previously normal 12-year-old boy was admitted to our pediatric emergency department with status epilepticus. He experienced a recurrence of status epilepticus after pentobarbital withdrawal, and required repeated resumptions of drug-induced coma. He manifested acute personality changes. His limbic encephalitis markers were normal, but his level of anti-thyroid peroxidase antibody was high. A diagnosis of Hashimoto encephalopathy was considered. Our patient responded to plasmapheresis instead of corticosteroid treatment. This case report is the first, to the best of our knowledge, of plasmapheresis because of Hashimoto encephalopathy in a child.